
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2018 

About Our Chapter
The Danville/San Ramon PFLAG Chapter meets the third 

Monday of every month at 7:00 p.m. at the  

Danville Congrega onal Church, 989 San Ramon Valley 

Blvd., Danville, CA 94526.   

Although we meet at the DCC, PFLAG is not affiliated with 

any religious organiza on and our mee ngs are always 

confiden al.  Check our website here for more  

informa on. 

PFLAG Danville/San Ramon Chapter 

Our upcoming chapter mee ngs are as follows: 

Monday, November 19, 2018 

Monday, December 17, 2018—HOLIDAY PARTY 

Monday, January 21, 2019 

Monday, February 18, 2019 

Our mee ngs are always the third Monday of the 

month at 7:00 p.m. 

Join Us on December 17th for our Holiday Party! 

(details to come) 

7:00 PM—Danville Congrega onal Church 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 

price of your eligible  

AmazonSmile purchases 

to PFLAG Danville  

San Ramon  whenever you shop 

on AmazonSmile.  Click the  

banner to the left to get started! 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME 
It is membership renewal me.  Our annual dues allows us to provide support, outreach and  

educa on to our LGBTQ+ community.  For example; we co‐sponsor an annual GSA forum each Spring.   
We provide informa on to the public at Gay Pride events.  We sponsor enlightening public presenta ons  

regards the LGBTQ+ community.  Last Spring we sponsored a Saturday community Transgender  
forum.  We have an extensive library.  We hold support mee ngs the third Monday of each month at  

Danville Congrega onal Church at 7:00 PM., 989 San Ramon  Valley Blvd. Danville.  Your par cipa on is 
always welcome.  Thank you for your wonderful past support.  Please see our membership form to include 
with your dona on.  Thank you for your wonderful past support.  Click here for a printable dona on form. 

https://srvpflag.webs.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26ein%3D68-0395997%26newts%3D1%26ref_%3Dsmi_chpf_redirect%26ref_%3Dsmi_ext_ch_68-0395997_cl%26token%3DpKKcKVTCA3ktMo3bpVXSsvbbfHIDgMMlpJ9Vv4F%252FVpBhYu%252BxiNq2tbbj3o9vXt4dbKnHGULRp2uTh2VUyyOyng%253D%253D


A Mother's Plea: My Transgender Daughter Will Not Be Erased 

From  Refinery29.com: 

When I was asked to write this piece, I immediately said yes, not knowing exactly what to say, but driven 

by a fire in the pit of my stomach and the need to scream out. I have typed and deleted, typed and  

deleted, over and over for the last week, tongue ed because I am required now, in this moment, to say 

the unfathomable out loud: I live in a country whose leaders — and many others — want to erase my 

daughter from existence. 

When the news broke last week that this administra on wants to “adopt an explicit and uniform  

defini on of gender” that “would define sex as either male or female, unchangeable, and determined by 

the genitals that a person is born with,” many were surprised. I suppose I should have been, too. But the 

truth is that, as the mother of a transgender 

child, I have seen poor policies and legisla on 

play out repeatedly in ways that are not only 

discriminatory, but life‐ threatening. 

Earlier this month, my daughter was le  out of 

an ac ve shooter drill at her school because 

teachers had been told not to allow her in  

either the male or female locker rooms. While 

her peers gathered together quietly in the  

middle of the locker room, protected and  

prepared, my daughter was forced to sit vulnerable and unprotected in the gym, then alone in a hallway, 

near— but not inside — the locker rooms. When she came home, she stated the obvious: “If there had 

been an ac ve shooter, I would have been the first to go.” 

When she told me what happened, I was enraged, with that rage later turning to sadness. In that moment 

my daughter’s life was considered last. Worse, her physical safety was debated because nobody knew 

what to do with her, although as a transgender girl, she is just that: a girl. 

Since the incident happened, our community has shown more love and support than I could have ever 

imagined. A school board mee ng was packed with signs and flags; neighbors spoke out against what had 

happened and in support of my daughter and other transgender youth across our county. Most  

surprising? A er years of discrimina on and rules that not only isolated my daughter but also could have 

ended her life in this most recent situa on, an apology was made from the very school leaders who 

helped make those rules. This trauma c and devasta ng situa on put a na onal spotlight on how 

transgender students are treated in our school system, and across the country. In our district, policies are 

now being reviewed. Conversa ons are happening. Progress, finally. 

Then, mere days later, the memo. 

Read the rest of the ar cle here. 

https://www.refinery29.com/en-us/2018/10/215507/trump-transgender-rights-memo-pflag-mother


November 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14   
Board Meeting—
7PM 

15 16 17 

18 19  
Chapter  
Meeting—7PM 

20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

December 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17  Meeting &  
Holiday Party—7PM 

18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      



Gay Conversion Therapy Drama “Boy Erased”:  Why It’s Crucial That It Play Everywhere 

From  Variety.com: 

“It’s a conundrum,” said Joel Edgerton, the writer and director of “Boy Erased,” which shines a light on the dark world of 
gay conversion therapy. “Films preach to the converted: It’s just a given that there are people that are dying to see this film 
who don’t need their minds changed. How you get people who don’t want to see this film to see it?” 

But of course he had a plan. “Understanding the business part of the film business was a big part of 
cas ng Russell Crowe and Nicole Kidman,” Edgerton explained to Variety on Monday at the movie’s premiere in  
Los Angeles. “Ge ng really high‐level actors involved was a way to reach a wider audience and to have a louder voice.” 

“We’re hoping to go really wide but it’s going to depend on the cket sales on the coasts unfortunately,” said  

Garrard Conley, author of the memoir on which the film is based. 

In the movie, Lucas Hedges stars as Conley, who grew up in Arkansas and was sent to a gay conversion therapy program by 

his mom (Kidman) and his preacher father (Crowe) shortly a er enrolling in college.  

Will “Boy Erased” even have a theatrical run in the South and, specifically, the Bible 
Belt? “We don’t know yet,” Conley admi ed. “It’s actually really stressful, but I hope 
that our LGBT crowd gets behind it. I know it can be triggering — and it’s a hard film 
to watch — but it’s incredibly important to spread this to as many places as possible. 
Joel designed it to do that. He was very strategic about ge ng A‐list actors in these 
parts so that we could get people to go see it who might not otherwise. He’s a good 
businessman in addi on to being a good director.” 

The experience of making this film served as a coming‐out process of sorts for the 

talent involved. “She’s coming out as an advocate,” Conley said of Kidman’s newly 

vocal support of the LGBTQ community. “We’re doing this movie to change the 

world and she’s talking about ‘love is love,’ which is a big step for her. That’s big.  

It’s hard to argue with Nicole Kidman.” 

“To put your name behind a movie like this is in itself a statement,” said  
co‐star Troye Sivan, referring to the involvement of Kidman and Hedges. “They’ve 
been so generous with their talents and their me and their voices and their 
pla orms. There is value to that.” 

As for Hedges, who recently defined his sexuality as "not totally straight" he felt closer than ever to the LGBTQ community 

a er making this movie. “I am in deep now,” he told Variety in between showing off his dance moves and chugging a bo le 

of water on the red carpet. “I have a community of people who are at the forefront of this movement whether it’s Garrard 

or some of the people at the Trevor Project that I met. I feel a personal connec on to their stories and I feel invested in 

their lives and I really care about them.” 

While others expressed concern for the future of LGBTQ rights in America (“This is a really terrifying me,” said Sivan, while 

Conley claimed: “The administra on is trying to kill us”), Hedges remains hopeful and even op mis c. “The beauty of 

where the world is headed is that the harder it gets, the more people will step up,” he said. “And I think my genera on and 

par cularly the one before me is challenging the status quo in a way that is really remarkable. So I think there is an  

upside — and a lot of opposi on coming — for the president or for the administra on right now. There is a movement 

wai ng to respond.”  

Read the rest of the ar cle here. 

https://variety.com/2018/scene/news/boy-erased-premiere-nicole-kidman-joel-edgerton-1203015410/


 
LGBT AND FRIENDS EVERY THURSDAY IN ALAMEDA AT AMC SOUTH SHORE LANES.  
First mee ng is January 17 at 6:30 pm.  Bowling starts at 7pm.  Three people teams, all levels welcome, $16 a week.  Starts January 
17th, last day to sign up is January 31st.  Contact:  anthony.t.hoey@gmail.com 
 
MIDDLE MEN PEER SUPPORT GROUP 
Regularly held peer support group at the Pacific Center for middle aged men. For more informa on contact Yves Augus n at 
giveer@yahoo.com 

 
MONTHLY POKER GAME AT URBAN ISLAND, ALAMEDA 
Come for an evening of poker: dealer's choice, rota ng deal, and about every hour we switch tables around so we meet new friends. 
House rules: gentleman's poker, $1 max bet, three raises max per round, no five of a kind, no pot games (unless it's a $1 limit). We'll 
provide pizzas and chips and desserts and stuff and sodas and beer and water.  At Steve Ferguson's Urban Island Home Furnishings, 
1901 Broadway, Alameda 94501. If you're interested in joining in please send your interest to: steve@dogghouse.org 

 
THE BILLYS 
The mission of The Billys is to foster community, in macy and personal explora on among gay, bi and queer men through shared  
values and heart‐centered brotherhood.   The Billys have many events during the year including a number of gatherings in rural se ngs 
in Northern California as well as pot lucks and heart circles in San Francisco, Sonoma County and the East Bay.   Go to h p://
www.thebillys.org or call the Billy office at 707‐545‐1044 for more informa on. 
 
EAST BAY NETWORK 
East Bay Network (EBN) is an ac ve organiza on dedicated to providing a social environment, ac vi es and informa on for the adult 
gay, lesbian, bisexual community of the San Francisco Bay Area and beyond. EBN has over 160 members which includes singles and 
couples of all ages and ethnici es. With over 100 scheduled events each year, we provide many opportuni es for members to interact 
socially with one another. We also co‐sponsor and par cipate in events with other social groups throughout the San Francisco Bay  
Area. Some of our annual social events include: Summer pool par es. Year‐round potlucks and picnics, Game nights, Weekend camping 
trips, House boa ng, White‐water ra ing, Local theater, arts and museums, Interna onal travel adventures. EBN events are open to 
members and non‐members. Check us out at: h p://www.eastbaynetwork.org 
 
EAST BAY FRONT RUNNERS AND WALKERS 
THE EAST BAY FRONT RUNNERS AND WALKERS is a group of lesbians, gay men (LGBTIQ) and friends who run in thrillingly scenic  
loca ons on the East Bay side of the San Francisco Bay every Saturday morning @ 9 am followed by brunch. 
www.eastbayfrontrunners.org  
 
FIRST FRIDAYS 
If you would like to receive a reminder of the "First Friday" social gatherings for gay men in the East Bay, plus an occasional reminder of 
other events in the East Bay that build community among gay men here, go to the following Yahoo group site and join up (this is a  
moderated group‐your email address is hidden and the list is used for no other purpose)  FYI, this is a separate group from East Bay Gay 
Guys Par es and they have completely separate email lists.h p://groups.yahoo.com/group/eastbayguys  
 
DISCOVERY 
Discovery is a social group for Bay Area gay and bisexual men which conducts retreats, getaways, workshops and local social  
gatherings/ou ngs. For more info check out www.discoverycommunity.org  
 
LE CERCLE DES AMIS FRANCOPHONE 
Join a gay French‐speaking group that meets the first Friday of each month 7pm at different Bay Area loca ons for French conversa on 
and potluck.  See www.sffrancophones.org  or contact STEFEN (510) 548‐9845, stefen@stefenart.com or Ralph Singer (415) 861‐
3155.  Info on Spanish and other language gay groups also available.   
 
HUSBANDS OUT TO THEIR WIVES 
Husbands Out to their Wives (HOW) Is a support group for married Gay or Bisexual men who either have or intend to come out to their 
wives.  The only requirement is that a husband has made a commitment to themselves that it is necessary both for their personal  
well‐being and absolute honesty with their wives to come out as a Gay or Bisexual man.   Contact Ken at svnupsf@gmail.com for more 
info.  
 

     Local LGBT Organiza ons and Resources 



Your Announcements/Contribu ons 
Have an event you want to announce?  Want to contribute an ar cle to our  

newsle er?  Please drop us a line at srvpflag@gmail.com. 

                      Membership & Dona ons 

PFLAG Danville/San Ramon Chapter is a tax‐exempt 501(c)3 organiza on and all dona ons are tax   Please send dona ons  and change of 

addresses to:  PFLAG Danville/San Ramon Chapter, P.O. Box 40, San Ramon, CA 94583  

Please check all that apply: 

 [    ]   $25 Individual Membership                       [    ] $25 Household Membership 

 [    ]   $15 Student Membership                         [    ]   $50 Benefactor 

 [    ]   $100 Sustainer                 [    ]   Other Dona on  

 [    ] Change of Address 
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