
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2018 

About Our Chapter
The Danville/San Ramon PFLAG Chapter meets the third 

Monday of every month at 7:00 p.m. at the  

Danville Congrega onal Church, 989 San Ramon Valley 

Blvd., Danville, CA 94526.   

Although we meet at the DCC, PFLAG is not affiliated with 

any religious organiza on and our mee ngs are always 

confiden al.  Check our website here for more  

informa on. 

PFLAG Danville/San Ramon Chapter 

Our upcoming chapter mee ngs are as follows: 

Monday, October 15, 2018 

Monday, November 19, 2018 

Monday, December 17, 2018—HOLIDAY PARTY 

Monday, January 21, 2019 

Our mee ngs are always the third Monday of the 

month at 7:00 p.m. 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible  
AmazonSmile purchases to PFLAG Danville San Ramon   
whenever you shop on AmazonSmile. 

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, 
same prices, same service. 

Support your charitable organization by starting your shopping at 
smile.amazon.com.

Membership & Dona ons 
PFLAG Danville/San Ramon Chapter is a tax‐exempt 

501(c)3 organiza on and all dona ons are tax 

Please send dona ons and/or change of addresses to:  

PFLAG Danville/San Ramon Chapter, P.O. Box 40, San  

Ramon, CA 94583.  Click here for a printable dona on form.

Get Your 45th Anniversary PFLAG Swag! 

https://www.bonfire.com/pflag45th/
https://srvpflag.webs.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26ein%3D68-0395997%26newts%3D1%26ref_%3Dsmi_chpf_redirect%26ref_%3Dsmi_ext_ch_68-0395997_cl%26token%3DpKKcKVTCA3ktMo3bpVXSsvbbfHIDgMMlpJ9Vv4F%252FVpBhYu%252BxiNq2tbbj3o9vXt4dbKnHGULRp2uTh2VUyyOyng%253D%253D
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checki


BACK TO SCHOOL 2018: New book is essen al LGBT classroom resource 

From  WashingtonBlade.com: 

As the hot days of August try to tempt us into laziness, another influence pulls at many of us parents — 
the increasingly loud voice in the back of our heads that says school will soon be star ng for our children. 
Can we fit in one more trip to the beach or to visit family? What’s on the school supply list? 

For LGBT parents, back‐to‐school me can also bring worries about whether our children will have their 
family structure and iden es supported. Will the school and classroom climate be safe and welcoming? 

Will they find a community of suppor ve 
peers? Will the curriculum reflect families like 
theirs? It can all be a bit overwhelming. For 
those seeking advice and assistance, I’ve up‐
dated my annual annotated list of LGBT back‐
to‐school resources at mombian.com. 

I want to focus here, however, on my favorite 
new educa onal resource of the year, for it 
offers a wonderful model of what is possible 
in LGBT‐inclusive educa on. “Reading the 
Rainbow: LGBTQ‐Inclusive Literacy Instruc‐

on in the Elementary Classroom” (Teachers 
College Press and GLSEN), by Caitlin L. Ryan 
and Jill M. Hermann‐Wilmarth is a slim (160‐

page) volume to help elementary school English language arts (ELA) teachers introduce or deepen class‐
room discussions around LGBT iden ty and gender. 

It’s full of prac cal ps and ideas backed by curricular standards and classroom experience. But even if 

you’re not a teacher (or teach another subject), it may provide much food for thought. Its brilliance lies in 

the way it offers tools for teachers who may have varying degrees of experience or comfort in addressing 

LGBT topics and in showing how classrooms could become more inclusive even in schools resistant to 

such topics. 

Ryan and Herman‐Wilmarth each have years of experience teaching in elementary classrooms, although 

they now hold posi ons in higher educa on. They draw not only from their own experiences, but also 

from those of three other teachers whose classrooms they have studied (and in some instances, co‐

taught in) for several years. Ryan and Herman‐Wilmarth are white lesbians as is one of the teachers; the 

others are allies. I wish this panel had been more diversity —teachers of color and transgender teachers 

would have added important perspec ves — but they nevertheless provide a star ng point as well as al‐

lies’ ways of looking at the intersec ons of gender, race and other iden es.. 

Read the rest of the ar cle here. 

http://www.washingtonblade.com/2018/08/10/reading-the-rainbow-book/
http://www.washingtonblade.com/2018/08/10/reading-the-rainbow-book/
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October 2018 
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As The Parent Of A Transgender Kid, Here's What I Want You To Know About My Back‐To‐School Worries 

From  Romper.com: 

Every year, school is something I worry about. I know all parents worry about sending their kids to school. Will 
their teacher be the right fit? Will they have good friends? Will I survive packing their lunch for the next 180 
days? As a parent of a transgender kid, there are other concerns. 

I opened the school’s new parent portal website to fill out my kids’ forms for the school year, and there it was. 
My daughter’s old, dead name. For a moment, I couldn’t breathe. I looked around the coffee shop where I was 
si ng. Could anyone else see? I felt exposed with the name I chose nearly 12 years ago staring back at me. 
Where did they get it? She’d never used it at that school. It’s been legally changed for over two years now. What 
if she saw it? What if someone else saw it? Where else is it hiding in the school’s system? 

My daughter is 11 years old, and she’s been living as the girl she knows herself to be for three years, secure in 

her name. But I s ll worry — about safe access to 

the right bathrooms and locker rooms. I hold my 

breath every me someone new finds out my kid 

is transgender. I worry about bullying from her 

peers, but even more so their parents. I follow 

Board of Educa on mee ngs wondering each 

month if this will be the me my daughter be‐

comes the subject of public comment. When 

teacher assignments are released, you can find 

me diving deep on the internet for hints that her 

teachers might be ones that support her or at the 

least don’t vehemently oppose her very iden ty. I wish I could talk to every teacher and every parent. I wish I 

could make sure they knew more about what it means to be transgender than whatever sensa onalist headline 

they last read. I wish I could share just a li le of what our family has learned on this journey. 

Transgender kids are just like other kids. My daughter is a pre y typical 11‐year‐old. She loves hanging out with 

friends, dancing, and playing field hockey. She’s a great student with a big heart and more sass than any of us 

can handle. Being transgender is just one part of her. At the same me, transgender kids are different. They’ve 

wrestled with and ar culated their iden es in a way that most adults I know haven’t. They know that the world 

can be a damn scary place for kids like them. More o en than not, they are wise beyond their years, at the same 

me boldly self‐confident and deeply self‐conscious, as they navigate being themselves in a world that would 

rather they weren’t. Transgender isn’t a dirty word. It doesn’t need to be whispered in hushed tones. It has noth‐

ing to do with sex. When you act like the word “transgender” is scandalous, you’re ac ng like my child is scandal‐

ous. She was born this way, and she deserves to be seen, valued, and celebrated for who she is, like every other 

kid. At the same me, don’t out my child. Her gender iden ty is not a secret, but it’s her story to share as she 

sees fit. Period. 

Read the rest of the ar cle here. 

https://www.romper.com/p/as-the-parent-of-a-transgender-kid-heres-what-i-want-you-to-know-about-my-back-to-school-worries-10209075
https://www.romper.com/p/as-the-parent-of-a-transgender-kid-heres-what-i-want-you-to-know-about-my-back-to-school-worries-10209075


 
LGBT AND FRIENDS EVERY THURSDAY IN ALAMEDA AT AMC SOUTH SHORE LANES.  
First mee ng is January 17 at 6:30 pm.  Bowling starts at 7pm.  Three people teams, all levels welcome, $16 a week.  Starts January 
17th, last day to sign up is January 31st.  Contact:  anthony.t.hoey@gmail.com 
 
MIDDLE MEN PEER SUPPORT GROUP 
Regularly held peer support group at the Pacific Center for middle aged men. For more informa on contact Yves Augus n at 
giveer@yahoo.com 

 
MONTHLY POKER GAME AT URBAN ISLAND, ALAMEDA 
Come for an evening of poker: dealer's choice, rota ng deal, and about every hour we switch tables around so we meet new friends. 
House rules: gentleman's poker, $1 max bet, three raises max per round, no five of a kind, no pot games (unless it's a $1 limit). We'll 
provide pizzas and chips and desserts and stuff and sodas and beer and water.  At Steve Ferguson's Urban Island Home Furnishings, 
1901 Broadway, Alameda 94501. If you're interested in joining in please send your interest to: steve@dogghouse.org 

 
THE BILLYS 
The mission of The Billys is to foster community, in macy and personal explora on among gay, bi and queer men through shared  
values and heart‐centered brotherhood.   The Billys have many events during the year including a number of gatherings in rural se ngs 
in Northern California as well as pot lucks and heart circles in San Francisco, Sonoma County and the East Bay.   Go to h p://
www.thebillys.org or call the Billy office at 707‐545‐1044 for more informa on. 
 
EAST BAY NETWORK 
East Bay Network (EBN) is an ac ve organiza on dedicated to providing a social environment, ac vi es and informa on for the adult 
gay, lesbian, bisexual community of the San Francisco Bay Area and beyond. EBN has over 160 members which includes singles and 
couples of all ages and ethnici es. With over 100 scheduled events each year, we provide many opportuni es for members to interact 
socially with one another. We also co‐sponsor and par cipate in events with other social groups throughout the San Francisco Bay  
Area. Some of our annual social events include: Summer pool par es. Year‐round potlucks and picnics, Game nights, Weekend camping 
trips, House boa ng, White‐water ra ing, Local theater, arts and museums, Interna onal travel adventures. EBN events are open to 
members and non‐members. Check us out at: h p://www.eastbaynetwork.org 
 
EAST BAY FRONT RUNNERS AND WALKERS 
THE EAST BAY FRONT RUNNERS AND WALKERS is a group of lesbians, gay men (LGBTIQ) and friends who run in thrillingly scenic  
loca ons on the East Bay side of the San Francisco Bay every Saturday morning @ 9 am followed by brunch. 
www.eastbayfrontrunners.org  
 
FIRST FRIDAYS 
If you would like to receive a reminder of the "First Friday" social gatherings for gay men in the East Bay, plus an occasional reminder of 
other events in the East Bay that build community among gay men here, go to the following Yahoo group site and join up (this is a  
moderated group‐your email address is hidden and the list is used for no other purpose)  FYI, this is a separate group from East Bay Gay 
Guys Par es and they have completely separate email lists.h p://groups.yahoo.com/group/eastbayguys  
 
DISCOVERY 
Discovery is a social group for Bay Area gay and bisexual men which conducts retreats, getaways, workshops and local social  
gatherings/ou ngs. For more info check out www.discoverycommunity.org  
 
LE CERCLE DES AMIS FRANCOPHONE 
Join a gay French‐speaking group that meets the first Friday of each month 7pm at different Bay Area loca ons for French conversa on 
and potluck.  See www.sffrancophones.org  or contact STEFEN (510) 548‐9845, stefen@stefenart.com or Ralph Singer (415) 861‐
3155.  Info on Spanish and other language gay groups also available.   
 
HUSBANDS OUT TO THEIR WIVES 
Husbands Out to their Wives (HOW) Is a support group for married Gay or Bisexual men who either have or intend to come out to their 
wives.  The only requirement is that a husband has made a commitment to themselves that it is necessary both for their personal  
well‐being and absolute honesty with their wives to come out as a Gay or Bisexual man.   Contact Ken at svnupsf@gmail.com for more 
info.  
 

     Local LGBT Organiza ons and Resources 



Your Announcements/Contribu ons 
Have an event you want to announce?  Want to contribute an ar cle to our  

newsle er?  Please drop us a line at srvpflag@gmail.com. 

                      Membership & Dona ons 

PFLAG Danville/San Ramon Chapter is a tax‐exempt 501(c)3 organiza on and all dona ons are tax   Please send dona ons  and change of 

addresses to:  PFLAG Danville/San Ramon Chapter, P.O. Box 40, San Ramon, CA 94583  

Please check all that apply: 

 [    ]   $25 Individual Membership                       [    ] $25 Household Membership 

 [    ]   $15 Student Membership                         [    ]   $50 Benefactor 

 [    ]   $100 Sustainer                 [    ]   Other Dona on  

 [    ] Change of Address 
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